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A N 

ESSAY 

O N T H E 

Eaft-India TRADE. 


Mj LORD, 


Y OUR Lordfhip was pleafcd, the 
other Day, to intimate, That You 
would willingly know my Opinion 
in General of the Eajt-lndia, Trade ; Whe¬ 
ther it is Hurtful, or Beneficial to this Na- 

A 3 tion ? 
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tion? And my Thoughts, concerning the 
Bill, for Prohibiting the Wearing all Eafl- 
Jrdia and Perfta Wrought Silks, Bengalis, 
and Dy’d, Printed, or Stain’d Callicoes. 
What has occurr’d to my Obiervation in 
thefe Two Points, I fhall Offer with great 
Sincerity, having no Intereft, or Engage¬ 
ment, to fway me, in the Queftions, one 
way, or other. 

But, before I begin, I mull beg leave to 
lay, I am very glad to lee Your Lordlhip 
bend Your Excellent Wit, and Right Un- 
derftanding, to Inquiries of this Nature. 

For nothing can be more Important to 
a Noble Man, than A True Knowledge of 
the Manufactures, Trade, Wealth, and 
Strength of his Country : Nor, can Your 
Eloquence be any way more Ulefully em¬ 
ploy’d, than in DiJcourfing Skilfully upon 
this Subjeft, in that Great Alfembly of 
which You are Ip much an Ornament. 

, Richlieti has left behind Him an Evidence 
how much He made thefe Matters His 
Care and Study : Which, however Ne- 
glefted by the Minifters of the Prelent 
Age, are notwitbftanding the only Foun¬ 
dation of a Solid and Lafting Greatnels. 
i For who can give a Prince lound Advice, 
and under Him fleer the People Rightly 
and Well, either in Peace, or in War, that 
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is Ignorant of the Pofture, Condition, and 
Intereft of the Country where he lives ? 
Is there any thing in the World, that fliould 
be more thought a Matter of State than 
Trade, efpecially in an Ifland, and fhould 
not that which is the Common Concern 
of All, be the Principal Care of fuch as 
Govern ? 

Can a Nation be Safe without Strength ? 
And is Power to be Compafs’d and Secur’d 
but by Riches ? And can a Country become 
Rich any way, but by the Help of a well 
Managed and Extended Traffick ? 

What has enabled England to Support 
this Expensive War fo long, but the great 
Wealth which for Thirty Years, has been 
flowing into us from Our Commerce A- 
broad ? 

The Soil of no Country is Rich enough 
to attain a great Mafs of Wealth, meerly by 
the Exchange and Exportation of its Own 
Natural Product. 

The Staple Commodities that England 
Exports, are the Woollen Manufactures, 
Tin, Lead, Hides, and fometimes Corn. 

But, confidering Our Luxury, and our 
great Expence of Foreign Wares here at 
Home, we could not have grown Rich, 
without Other -Dealings in the World. 

A 4 
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For let our Own Exported Produft in 
the Ballance with the Imported Product 
from France, Spain, Portugal, Italy, Ger¬ 
many, and the two Northern Kingdoms; 
At the Foot of the Accompt it will be found, 
that, but a fourth part of Our Riches, arifes 
from the vent of Our own Commodities. 

Whoever looks Strictly and Nicely into 
Our Affairs, will find, that the Wealth Eng - 
landhzd once,did arife chiefly from Two A re¬ 
ticles : Firft, Our Plantation Trade. Se¬ 
condly, Our Eafi-India Traffick. 

The Plantation Trade gives Employment 
to many Thoufand Artificers here at home, 
and takes off a great quantity of our Infe>r 
riour Manufactures, The Returns of all 
which are made in Tobacco, Cotton, Gin¬ 
ger, Sugars, Indico, &c. by which we 
were not onely fupply’d for Our Own Con- 
fumption, but we had formerly where¬ 
withal to fend to France, Flanders, Hambo - 
rough , the Ea/l-Countrey and Holland for 
500,000 /. per Annum , befides what we 
Ship’d for Spain and the Streights, &e. 

Since we were Supplanted in the Spice 
Trade by the Dutch, and fince great part of 
the Pepper Trade is gone by the Lofs of 
. Bantam, Our Chief Inveftments, or Impor¬ 
tations from the Eafl-Indies, have been in 
Callicoes, Wrought Silks, Drugs 5 Salt-Petre, 

Raw 
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Raw Silk, Cottons, and Cotton Yarn, Goats 
Wooll, or Carmania Wooll, and other Pro- 
duds of thole Countries. Part of which 
Commodities are for our own -Ule,’ but a 
much greater part in times of Peace were 
bought up here for the Confumption of 
France, Germany, Holland, Spain, Italy 
and Our Plantations. 

So that by the Means of our Eaft and 
Wefi-India Trade, though we might lofe 
by our dealings to fbme Parts, yet We were 
Gainers by the whole, and in the General 
Ballance. 

The Woollen Manufacture, Tin, Lead, 
&c. are indeed the Bafis of all Our Traffick, 
and the firft Spring of our dealings Abroad, 
But if by Carelelnefs or Falfe Meafures, 
we fhould come to be confin’d onely to deal 
in Our own Produd, we muft think no 
longer to preferve the Dominion of the 
Sea. 

As Bread is call’d the Staff of Life, lo 
the Woollen Manufadure is truly the Prin¬ 
cipal Nourifhment of Our Body Politick. 
And as a Man might poflibly live onely 
upon Bread, yet his Life would be ill Su- 
ftain’d, Feeble, and Unpleafant; So though 
England could probably fubfift barely upon 
the Exportation of its own Produd, yet to 
enjoy a more florid Health, to be Rich, Po¬ 
werful, 
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werful, and Strong, we mult have a more 
extended Traffick than Our Native Com¬ 
modities can afford us. 

The Woollen Manufacture is undoubt¬ 
edly by Laws, and all poffible Care, to be 
Encouraged ; but ’tis its Exportation A- 
broad, and not the Confumption of it at 
Home, that muff bring Profit to the King¬ 
dom. 

Some of Our Gentry have been for ma¬ 
ny Years of Opinion, That the In tire Wel¬ 
fare of England depends upon the High 
Price of Wooll, as thinking thereby to Ad¬ 
vance their Rents, but this proceeds from 
the Narrow Mind, and Short View of fuch, 
who have all along more regarded the Pri¬ 
vate Intereft of Land, than the Concerns 
of Trade, which are full as Important, and 
without which, Land will foon be of little 
Value. 

Men in their Private Capacities may be 
allowed to prefer their Single Profit, but 
fhould Confult only the General Good in 
Public Councils. 

In a Trading Nation, the Bent of all the 
Laws fhould tend to the Encouragement of 
Commerce, and all Meafures fhould be 
there taken, with a due regard to its Intereft 
and Advancement. 


Inftead 
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Inftead of this, in many Particulars, our 
former Laws bring Incumbrance and Diffi¬ 
culties to it, and fome leem Calculated for 
its utter Ruine ; lb little has it been of late 
Years the Common Care. 

And yet ’twill be found at laft, when all 
Things come to be Rightly Confider’d, that 
no Plenty at Home, Victory Abroad, Af¬ 
fection of the People, nor no ConduCt, or 
Wildom, in other things, can give the Pub¬ 
lic effectual help, till we can mend the Con¬ 
dition and Pofture of Trade. 

In Our Great Aflemblies, it has never been 
fufficiently thought a Matter of State, but 
Managed, rather as a Conveniency, or an 
AccidentalOrnament, than the chief Strength 
and Support of the Kingdom. 

^And as it has never been greatly the 
Care of Our Minifters of State, lo it has 
not been enough the Study' of Our Nobility 
and Gentry, Who, (give me leave to fay ) 
for want of a Right Knowledge in the 
General Notions of it, have been frequent¬ 
ly Impoled upon, by Particular Merchants, 
and other Interefted Perfons, to Ena6f 
Law's lo much to the Prejudice of Trade 
in General. > 

My Lord, I fhall be very free to Com¬ 
municate the few Lights 1 have gather’d 

from 
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from Obfervation, and Inquiry into thefe 
Matters, and fhall be very glad if my En¬ 
deavours can give Your Lordfhip any hints, 
which I am certain will be improv’d, by 
Your deep Judgment, and Underftanding. 

Firft, I am clearly convinc’d in General, 
that the Eafi-lndia Trade is greatly Bene¬ 
ficial to England. 

Secondly, I am of Opinion ( with Sub- 
miflion to better Judgments) that the Bill 
now propos’d to Prohibit the wearing Eajl- 
India and Per ft a Wrought Silks, Bengals, 
&c. will be abfolutely diftruttive to the 
Trade, and very prejudicial to the King¬ 
dom. Which two Points fhall be impar¬ 
tially handled in the Sequel of this Difi 
courfe. 

As to the Eajl- India Trade in General; 
If all Europe by common Content would 
agree to have no further dealings to thole 
Parts, This fide of the World, by fuch a 
Refolution, would certainly fave a great 
and Continual Expence ofTrealure. 

For Europe draws from thence nothing 
of Solid Ute; Materials to fupply Luxury, 
and onely, perifhable Commodities , and 
fends thither, Gold, and Silver, which is 
there bury’d and never returns*. 

'I have 
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J*I have good Grounds to think That the 
Silver and Gold brought from America^ 
the Gold Duft brought from Africk, and 
the Silver produc’d from the European 
Mines, in the Two Hundred Years laft 
paft, has not amounted to lefs, in the whole, «■ 
than Eight Hundred Millions. 

There is no appearance of this im- 
menfe Sum in any Country of Europe. ’Tis 
true indeed, there is Yearly a great Con- 
fumption of thele Metals, By the wear of 
Gold and Silver Coin, wafte in Coinage, 
wafte in working Plate, The wear of 
wrought Plate, The wear of things made 
of Gold and Silver Thread, and Wire fa 
high Article)^ Leaf and Shell Gold and 
Silver, Liquid Gold and Silver. There is 
alfo much loft in Cafualties by Sea, Fires, 
and Inundations, and by being privately 
bury’d and never found. 

But, having computed what may be al¬ 
low’d for the Yearly Confumption of Gold 
and Silver, on all the foregoing Heads, and 
what quantity of thole Metals may be 
now remaining in Europe , I cannot find 
what is become of the Eight Hundred Mil- 
lions dug out, of the Earth, unlels a Hun¬ 
dred and FiftyjS&iUiofis of it, be carry’d a- 
W|y aqd Sunk in the Eajh -Indies. 

£ From 


1 4 EJfay upon 

From whence I have reafon to conclude, 
mat the European Nations in General, had 
been Richer by a full Third, than they 
now are, if that Trade had never been dif 
cover d and undertaken. 

.But fince Europe has tailed of this Lux¬ 
ury, Since the Cuftom of a Hundred Years, 
nas made their Spices necelfary to the Con- 
Ititutions of all Degrees of People, Since 
their bilks are plealing every where to the 
better Sort, And fince their Callieoes are a 
uleful wear at Home, and in our own Plan¬ 
tations, and for the Spaniards in America It 
can never be advifeable for England to quit 
this Trade, and leave it to any other Na¬ 
tion. 


The Burthen which this Commerce lays 
upon the Collective Body of Europe , does 
bear hard only upon thofe Countries which 
Conlume the Indian Commodities, with¬ 
out having any Share of the Traffick 
3 therefore France did about Twelve 
Years ago very wifely prohibit the wearing 
Caihcoes, that were not of their own Im¬ 
portation. 

The Englifb and Dutch, which together 

rcS a T ent n P ait °P E^ope, enjoy this 
lrafhck almoft without any Rivallhip; 
and if it be a Burthen, it lyes not upon the 
one, but on the other Nine parts. So that 

if 
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if the Eajl-lndia Trade carry out the Gold 
and Silver from this fide of the World, ’tis 
truly, and properly, at the Coft, and Ex¬ 
pence, of France , Germany, Spain, and the 
Northern Kingdoms, who have little, or 
no Opportunities of Trading thither. 

To imagine all Europe will come to an 
Agreement of Dealing no more to thofe 
Parts, is an abfurd and wild Notion ; Since 
therefore the Weftern Nations are content¬ 
ed to be deceiv’d, and for a Hundred Years 
have been accuftom’d to bear this deceit, 
’twould be Egregious Folly in us, to quit 
this Advantage, and leave it intirely to the 

By the be ft account I can have, and from 
Impartial Hands, England, before the War 
for fome time, one Year with another has 
Exported for this Traffick, either in Bui- 
lion, or our Manufa&ures (of which the 
Manufactures might be near an Eighth 
part), about per Annum - j —400,000 l. 

Suppofe we Confume at home 
the Returns of----.^_ i00>000 

But, by the way, I muii take Notice 
here, that the Company, of late Years, have 
carry’d out the value of’ 100,000 /. per 
Annum in our home Manufactures. 

If the Company Export to other Nations 
the. Returns of the other Tjyo Hundred 

Thouland 
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Thoufand Pounds (which I may fafely af¬ 
firm they did, and will do in time of Peace,) 
England muft certainly be a great Gainer by 
thisTraffick. . 

For no one vers’d in Merchandize will 
deny, but that the Returns from India of 
200,000 /, when Exported to other Coun¬ 
tries muft Increafe the firft Sum at leaft 
Four-fold, and produce 800,coo. 

So that the Accompt of England with the 
Indies , and the European Nations, maybe 
thus Ballanc’d. 

The Returns Exported yeild 
per Annum ---800,000/. 

The Returns Confum’d at 

home are to the Nation-200,000 


Total-*1,000,000 

DeduCt for the prime Coft of 
Bullion or Manufactures 
Exported -—r--400,000 

England Net Gainer by this 
Traffick-—-*—-600,000 

Nothing can be a Clearer Gain to the 
Kingdom than the Returns of the 200,000 /. 
confum’d at home ; becaufe treble that 
Sum, would otherwile be carry’d out for 

Foreign 
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Foreign Silks and Linnen, which is hindred 
by the Importation of Eajl-India Commo¬ 
dities. 

The Infpe&ion I have made upon other 
Occafions, into the general State and Con¬ 
dition of this Kingdom, has led me upon 
very good Grounds to think, that the Eafl- 
India Trade did annually add to the grofs 
Stock of England at leaft 600,000 4 per 
Annum in times of Peace. 

For I have many Cogent Realons in¬ 
ducing Me to believe, That from about 
Anno 1656. to Anno 1688. this Nation 
has every Year gradually increas’d in Riches; 
By what degrees, is needlefs here to incert, 
but upon mature Confiaeration,' I may 
lafely Rate, that about Anno 1688. the In- 
creafe. or Addition to the Wealth and Ge¬ 
neral Stock of England , arifing from Fo¬ 
reign Trade, and home Manufactures, was 
at leaft Two Millions yearly. 

And after much Thought, and Study on 
this Subject, and by confulting Others vers’d 
in Speculations of the like Nature, I find 
that this Increafe to the Nations General 
Stock, did probably arife from the Three 
following Articles, Viz. 
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From Our Manufactures and* 

Home ProduCt, lent to the Plan-/ /. 
tations, and from the Returnesr 900,000 
thereof, Exported to Foreign Parts j 
From our Woollen Manufa- 
Cture, Lead, Tin, Leather, and/ 

Our other Native ProduCt, lent>500,000 
to France, Spain, Italy, Germany,\ 

&rc.---** 


From the Net Profit accruing-) ^ 


by the Eafi-India, Trade 




00,000 


T otal-2,000,000 


If the Eajl-India Taade did in Peaceful 
Times, bring lo great an Increale to the 
Annual Income of the Kingdom (and I 
think the contrary is capable of no clear 
Demonftration ) the Legiflative Power ought 
to proceed with much Caution, in any mat¬ 
ter relating to it. 

Whatever Country can be in the full and 
undifputed Polleffion of it, will give Law 
to all the Commercial World. 

Should we quit the Hold we have in 
India , and abandon the Traffick, Our 
Neighbours the Dutch will undoubtedly 
engrols the whole : And if to their Naval 
Strength in Europe, fuch a Foreign Strength 

and 
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and Wealth be added, England, muft here¬ 
after be contented to Trade by their Pro¬ 
tection, and under their Banners. 

As War does vary all the Circumftances 
of Trade, alter its Channel, give it to one 
People, and take it from another, So in 
lealonsof War, ’tis by no means proper, 
nor advileable, to embrace New Councils 
in relation to it: Nor can we then take any 
True Meafures, or make any Right, and 
Sound Judgment about it. 

The Scarcity of Money in a long War, 
makes any Exportation of Bullion thought 
a great Grievance ; of which, in Quiet 
Times, we fhould not be fenfible. 

In the lame manner, the Interruption of 
any Manufacture, though never lo Prejudi¬ 
cial to the Kingdom, is grievous in a Time 
of War, when Bufinels is Icarce, and Tra¬ 
ding dull, But in a Time of Peace, and full 
Employment, thele Hands can fhift from 
one Work, to another, without any great 
Prejudice to themfelves, or the Public. 

There having been for Three Years laft 
paft, a great want of Eajl-India Goods, and 
there happening of late a great Call for the. 
Woollen Manufactures, and indeed for all 
the ProduCt of England , lome unthinking 
Perlons, grew prelently to- imagine that the 
want of Eafi-lndia Goods fand no other 

B 2 Realbn) 
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Reafon) had brought the Woollen Manu¬ 
facture into Requeft, and increafed its Con- 
fumption, from whence very many have 
began to argue, and infer, That the Eafi- 
India Trade is, and alwayes was, prejudi¬ 
cial to the Kingdom. 

But the fudden Call which was then for 
all kind of English Commodities, as well 
as the Woollen Manufacture, viz, Lead, 
Tin, Leather, Butter, Cheefe, Tallow, 
&c. did not proceed from the want of Eajl- 
India Goods, but indeed from the Pofture 
of the Exchange Abroad, the Ill Condition 
o,f our Silver Coyn, and the High Price 
Guineas were brought to : For we plainly 
fee this great Demand, both Abroad, and 
at Home, for our Goods does ceafe, now 
Guineas are lower’d, and the Coyn is al¬ 
ter’d. 

My l ord , It has been too often the Fault 
of English Councils, to determine Rafhly 
of the moft Important Matters, 

And (with Submiflion to better Judg¬ 
ments) I doubt it may be of very dange¬ 
rous Confequence at this Time, to meddle 
with, or give any Difturbance to a Settled 
Traffick. 

The Concern of Wooll is, without doubt, 
to be taken care of, but not fo as upon that 

account 
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account to flight all our Foreign Intereft* 
The Eaft-lndta Company has been for a 
Jong time look’d upon with an Evil Eye, 
by fome People, becaufe there has formerly 
been Ill Management in their Affairs ; and 
for that fome of their Goods were thought 
to hinder the Confumption of our own 
Manufactures ; and becaufe it was feen 
what Silver they really carried out, and 
not enough Confider’d what Bullion their 
EffeCts brought hither in Return. 

Some Perfons ( without Doors ) either 
Bribed by the Dutch, or to flatter that In- 
tereft, profefs themfelves Open Enemies to 
the Traffick in General ; Others through 
Inadvertency, and for want of Examining 
the bottom of Things, give into their No¬ 
tions ; and others ioyn with them out of 
Immoderate Zea! to promote the Woollen 
Manufacture : So that any difeerning Man 
may fee, that the utter Ruin of this Trade, 
and its intire Lofs to England will be com- 
pafled, unlcfs the King, aflifted by the Le- 
giflative Power, out of His Fatherly Love 
to His People, interpole, with His Wifdom, 
in the matter. 

One of the principal Dangers now, of 
taking New Councils about it, is, That in 
a time of War, if by any falfe Steps and 
Meafures, we lhould lofe Ground in India, 

B 1 neither 
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neither our Condition, nor the Nature of 
our Prefent Alliance with the Dutch, will 
permit us to aflert our Right in thole Parts 
by Force of Arms. 

And if we fhould come fo to lofe our 
Hold in India, as not to Trade thither at 
all, or but weakly and precarioufly, I will 
venture to affirm (and I hope Your Lord- 
fhip will remember hereafter this Prediction 
of mine) that England will thereby lolc half 
its Foreign Bufinefs. 

For all Trades have a Mutual Dependance 
one upon the other, and one begets another, 
and the lofs of one, frequently lofes half 
the reft. By carrying to other Places the 
Commodities brought from India, We 
every where inlarg’d our Commerce, and 
brought Home a great over-ballance, either 
in Foreign Goods, or in Bullion. In Hol¬ 
land we Exchanged our Wrought Silks, 
Callicoes, &c. for their Spices : By Indian 
Goods, we could Purchafe at a better Rate, 
in Germany, the Linnens of Silejia , Saxony, 
and Bohemia. In times of Peace we did, 
and may again Traffick with France , for 
pur India Goods againft the things of Lux¬ 
ury. which will alwayes be brought from 
thence ; and thereby we may bring the 
Ballancc more of our fide, between us and 
that Kingdom. 
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And, My Lord , there being a Peace 
now in agitation between Us and France, 
the WifHom of the State perhaos may 
think fit to infift, as an Article, that the 
Prohibition of our Eajl-India Goods may 
be taken off in France , and if that can be 
obtain’d, it will put the Trade of England 
with that Kingdom, upon much a more 
equal Foot. 

As to Spain, and the Streights, and Parts 
within the Streights , &c. ’tis apparent that a 
large Share of the Bullion return’d hither, 
from thence, did proceed from the Sale 
there, of Callicoes, Pepper, and other Eaft. 
India Goods confum’d in thole Parts, and 
alio bought up by the Spaniards for their 
own, and the Conlumption of their Planta¬ 
tions in America . 

’Tis hop’d, My Lord, the foregoing Ar¬ 
guments have lumciently prov’d, That this 
Traffickin General is beneficial to the Na¬ 
tion. 

I fhall now proceed to deliver my Opi¬ 
nion concerning the Bill for Prohibiting the 
Wearing all Eajt-lndia and Perjia Wrought 
Silks,Bengals, and Dyed, Printed, or Stained 
Callicoes, which was the Second Point I 
propos’d to handle. 

B 4 They 
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They who promote this Bill do it, as is 
prefum’d, upon the following Grounds, and 
Reafons. 

Firft, They believe fuch a Prohibition 
will advance the Conlumption of 
Wooll, and the Woollen Manufa¬ 
ctures. 

Secondly, They think it will advance 
the Silk and Linnen Manufactures of 
EngUnd. 

Thirdly, They Imagin fuch a Prohibi¬ 
tion may be made by ACt of Parlia¬ 
ment, without Ruin to the Traffick in 
General. 

Thefe Three Points, My Lord, I fhall 
Endeavour to Examine and State fairly be¬ 
fore Your Lordjbip : And I fhall difcourfe 
of the Eaji-Iadia Trade Firft, as it has Re¬ 
lation to the Woollen Manufacture. Se¬ 
condly as it has Relation to the Silk and 
Linnen Manufactures. And Thirdly, I 
fhall fhow how this Prohibition will affeCt 
the Eaji-lndia, Trade in General. 
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And Firft as to the Woollen 


Manufacture. 


Rade is the General Concern of this 



J Nation, but every diftinft Trade has 
a diftinct Intereft. The Wifdom of the 
Legiflativc Power confifts, in keeping an 
even hand , to promote all, and chiefly 
to Encourage fuch Trades, as increale the 
Publick Stock, and add to the Kingdoms 
Wealth, confiderd as a Colle&ive Body. 

Trade is in its Nature Free, finds its own 
Channel, and belt direfteth its own Courle: H 
and all Laws to give it Rules, and Dire&i- 
ons, and to Limit, and Circumfcribe it,may 
lerve the Particular Ends of Private Men, 
but are leldom Advantagious to the Pub- 
lick. 

Governments, in Relation to it, are to 
take a Providential Care of the Whole, but 
generally to let Second Caules work their 
own way; And confidering all the Links, 
and Chains, by which they hang together, 
peradventure it may be affirm’d, That, in 
the Main, all Trafficks whatfoever are be¬ 
neficial to a Country. 

They lay few Laws in a State arc an In¬ 


dication 
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dication of Wildom in a People, but it may 
be more truly laid, that few Laws relating 
to Trade, are the Mark of a Nation that 
thrives by Traffick. 

Laws to Compel the Confiimption of 
fome Commodities, and prohibit the ule of 
others, may do well enough, where Trade 
is forc'd, and onely Artificial, as in France ; 
But in Countries inclin’d by Genius, and a- 
dapted to it by Situation, fuch Laws are 
needlefs, unnatural, and can have no Effeft 
conducive to the Publick Good. 

I have often wonder’d upon what Grounds 
the Parliament proceeded in the Aft for 
Burying in Woollen ; It Occafions indeed a 
Confumption of Wooll, but fuch a Con- 
fumption, as produces no advantage to the 
Kingdom. 

For were it not plainly better, that this 
‘Wooll made into Cloth, were Exported, 
paid for, and worn by the Living abroad, 
than laid in the Earth here at home. 

And were it not better,That the Common 
People (who make up the Bulk and are the 
great Confumers) Ihould be bury’d in an 
Old Sheet, fit for nothing elfe, as formerly, 
than in fo much New Wooll, which is 
thereby utterly loft. 

The Natural Way of promoting the 
Woollen Manufacture, is not to force its 

Con- 
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Confumption at home, but by whollome 
Laws to contrive, That it may be wrought 
cheaply in England, which conlequently will 
enable us to command the Markets abroad. 

The onely Beneficial way to England , of 
making Wooll yield a good Price, is to have 
it Manufactur’d cheaply. 

No Country in Europe , Manufactures all 
kind of Goods fo dearly as this Kingdom ; 
And the Dutch at this very day buy up Our 
Cloaths here, which they carry home, and 
Nap and Dye lo Cheaply , that by this 
means they are able to under-lell us, in our 
own Native Commodity. 

The ACt for maintenance of the Poor, is 
the true Bane, and DeftruCtion to all the 
Engli(b Manufactures in General. For it 
apparently Encourages Sloth, and Beggery; 
Whereas if the Legiflative Power would 
make feme good Provifion, that Work- 
Houfes might in every Parifh be EreCted, 
and the Poor, fuch as are Able, compell’d 
to Work, So many new Hands might there¬ 
by be brought in, as would indeed make 
the Englijb Manufactures Flourifh. 

I have reafon to think, that the People 
receiving Alms in this Kingdom,are Twelve 
Hundred Thoufand ; if but half could be 
brought to Work, befides their own Nou- 
rilhment, their Labour one with another 

might 
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might produce to the Pubiick at 20 s. per 
Head, at leaft per Annum 600,000 /. 

If this could be compals’d, the Woollen 
Manufacture would advance without any 
Unnatural Driving or Compuifion. For we 
want Hands, not Manufactures in England, 
and Laws to Compel the Poor to Work, not 
Work wherewithal to give them Employ¬ 
ment. 

To make England a true Gainer by the 
Woollen Manufacture, we fhould be able to 
work the Commodity lo Cheap, as to un- 
der-lell all Comers to the Markets abroad. 

I fhall, My Lord, advance Two Propo- 
fitions which may found very ftrangely, and 
yet perhaps will be thought very right, and 
true, upon a Mature Examination. 

Firft, That ’tis not the Benefit, nor In¬ 
terest of England in General, that Wooll 
fhould bear a high Price in Our Markets at 
home. 

Secondly, That by a great Confumption 
of the VVoollen Manufactures within this 
Kingdom, the Pubiick will not reap fuch 
an advantage as fome imagine. 

Fine broad Cloth, was the Antient Dra¬ 
pery of England, and which firft recom¬ 
mended this Manufacture to the Ufo of Fo¬ 
reign 
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reign Countries,This is the Natural Iflue and 
ProduCt of the Kingdom, inimitable abroad, 
and it muft be very great Carelelsnels, and 
want of ConduCt, that can make us lole 
this Trade lo Beneficial to the Nation. 

But tho’ the VVooll of Other Places is 
not lb fit for vvorkmanfhip as Ours, , yet the 
Commodity is abounding almoft in all Coun¬ 
tries of Europe ; and if the Cloth of England 
be brought any way to bear too high a 
Price, it may put fome of Our Neighbours 
either upon the Induftry of Manufacturing 
their own better: Or upon the Frugality to 
content themfelves with what they can make 
at home; And it may reduce other Parts, to 
let up new Manufactures in their own Coun¬ 
tries, which will be very detrimental to the 
yent, elpecially, of Our Narrow and Cour¬ 
ier Cloaths. 

Nothing can make this Commodity Be¬ 
neficial, fo as to Enrich England , but to have 
the Woollen Manufacture io Cheap,as that 
great quantities of our Cloath may be Ex¬ 
ported, and at fuch a Rate, as that we may 
be able to under-lell all Nations, and dilcou- 
rage all People from letting it up. 

But this can never be, if by Arts, and 
Inventions, we endeavour to give VVooll 
an Unnatural Price here at Home, Upon 
which Score, I have advanc’d the Second 

Pro- 
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Propofition, That England reaps no fuch 
Advantage by a large Confumption of the 
Woollen Manufacture within this King¬ 
dom. 

For it is the Intereftof all Trading Na¬ 
tions, whatfbever, that their Home Con¬ 
fumption fhould be little, of a Cheap and 
Foreign Growth , and that their own Ma¬ 
nufactures, fhould be Sold, at the higheft 
Markets, and fpent Abroad ; Since by what 
is Confum’d at Home, one lofeth only 
what another gets, and the Nation in Ge¬ 
neral is not at all the Richer ; But all Fo¬ 
reign Confumption is a Clear, and Certain 
Profit. So that in the Woollen Manufa¬ 
cture , England does not get by what is 
Spent here by the People, but by what is 
Sold Abroad in other Countries. 

If the People of England are willing,and 
pleafed to Wear Indian Silks, and Stuffs, of 
which the Prime Colt in India , is not above 
a Fourth part of what their own Commo¬ 
dities would ftand them in here; and if 
they are thereby thus enabled to Export fb 
much of their own ProduCt, whatever is fb 
fav’d, is clear Gain to the Kingdom in ge¬ 
neral. But to fet this Matter in a clearer 
Light. 

Suppofe 200,000 /. per Annum of the 
Prime Sum fent to Indians return’d in Com¬ 
modities 
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modities for our own Confumption : And, 
Suppofe half this. Sum, viz. 100,000/. 
to be Return’d in fuch Goods as are Worn 
here in the ftead and room .of the Woollen 
Manufactures. 

From ico,ooo /. Prime Coft to") /. 

I ndia y there may Reafonably be (400,000 
expeCled Goods that fell here for —) 

So that by fending to India -100,000 

We Gain for our own Con--> 
fumption clear-j.300,000 

Now this mull be Clear Profit to the 
Kingdom, Becaufe this Sum would be other- 
wayes laid out and Confum’d in our own 
ProduCt ; which ProduCt we are by this 
Means enabled to Export. For when we 
come to Examine into the True Reafbn of 
the Great Wealth of Holland , we fhall find 
it chiefly to arife from this Frugality of 
Confuming at Home what is Cheap, or 
comes Cheaply, and carrying Abroad what 
is Rich, and will yield inoft Money. 

’Tis granted That Bengalsand Stain’dCal- 
licoes, and other Eaft-India Goods, do hin¬ 
der the Confumption of Norwich Stuffs, 
Crapes, Englijb Ratines, Shaloons, Sayes, 
Perpetuanas, and Antherines: But the fame 
Objection will lye againft the Ufe of any 
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* thing that is of Foreign Growth ; For the 
Importation of Wine, undoubtedly hinders 
the Conlumption of Barly ; and England 
could fubfift, and the Poor perhaps would 
have fuller Employment, if Foreign Trade 
were quite laid alide ; But this would ill 
Confift with our being Great at Sea, upon 
which (under the Prelent Pofture of Affairs 
in Europe) all our Safety does certainly de- 
P en d. 

That the Eafi-lndia Goods dofomething 
interfere with the Woollen Manufacture, 
mull undoubtedly be granted, but the Prin¬ 
cipal Matter to be Confider’d, is, Which 
way the Nation in General is more Cheaply 
fupply’d. 

If 100,000/. Prime Coft to India, brings 
Home fo many Goods as ftand in the Bead, 
and fupply the room, of 400,000 /. of our 
own Manufactures, It mult certainly be Ad¬ 
visable not to Prohibit liich a Trade, but 
rather to divert the Wooll ufed in thefe our 
Home Manufactures, and the Craft, La¬ 
bour and Induftry employ’d about ’em, to 
the Making Fine Broad Cloth, Courle and 
Narrow Cloths, Stuffs and other Commo¬ 
dities, fit for Sale in Foreign Markets; 
Since’tis an undoubted Truth, that 400,000/. 
worth of our Native Goods Sbld Abroad, 
does add more to the Nations General Stock, 

and 
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and Wealth, than Four Millions worth of 
our Home Product Ccnfum’d within the 
Kingdom. 

But, befides, fuppofe the Wearing Ea(l- 
India Wrought Silks, &c. in England, were 
Prohibited, and that their whole Importa¬ 
tion were Interdicted, I do not fee how 
fuch Prohibitions would at all Advance the 
Vent of our Home ProduCt. For in one 
Cafe, If they hinder the Confumption of 
the Woollen Manufacture at Home, will 
they not when Exported, hinder its Con- 
fumption, and the Sale of Cloaths in Fo¬ 
reign Parts ? And in* the other Cafe, If the 
Engltjb were forbid to bring Indian Goods 
into Europe , will not the Dutch Import 
them , and thereby in the fame manner, 
hurt iCbroad, the Vent and Confumption 
of our Englilb Cloths ? 

Upon the whole Matter, My Lord, it is 
my Opinion, (which I fubmit to bet¬ 
ter Judgments) That the Importation 
of Eaft-lnd a and Perjia Wrought Silks, 
Stain’d Callicoes, &c. though it may 
fomewhat interfere with the Manufa¬ 
ctures of Norwich , Brijlol , and other 
particular Places ; yet, that fuch Im¬ 
portation adds to the Kingdoms main 
Stock, and Wealth, and is not prejudi¬ 
cial to the General Woollen Manufa¬ 
cture of England. C And 
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And Secondly*as to the Silh\ and 
Linnen Manufactures, 

W Tfdom is moft commonly in the 
Wrong, when it pretends to direct 
Nature. The various Products of different 
Soiles, and Countries, is an Indication, that 
Providence intended they fhould be helpful 
to each other, and mutually fiipply the N.e- 
ceflities of one another. 

And as it ?s great Tolly to Compel a 
Youth to that fort of Study, to which he is 
not adapted by Genius, and Inclination : 
So it can never be Wile, to endeavour the 
introducing into a Country, either the 
Growth of any Commodity, or any Ma¬ 
nufacture, for which, nor the Soil, nor the 
General Bent of the People is proper : And 
as forc’d Fruits (though they may look fair 
to the Eye) are notwithllanding Taftlels, 
and Unwholfome; So a Trade forc’d in this 
manner, brings no National Profit, but is 
Prejudicial to the Publick. 

We have fuch Advantages by Situation, 
and in leveral Commodities, ana Materials, 
Natural, and almoft peculiar to us, that if 
the Improvement of them were fufficiently 

. look’d 
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look’d after, and encourag’d by the State, 
we might increafe in Wealth, Greatnefs, 
and Power, peradventure beyond all Na¬ 
tions in Europe. 

It is our Fault, if we do not enjoy the 
Woollen Manufafiure without any Rival- 
fhip ; but undoubtedly it might be very 
much advanced, If Work-Houfes were let 
up. If the Laws did Provide, and the Ma- 
giftracy in the Execution did take Care, to 
fet the Poor to work. 

Such an Increafe of Hands would like- 
wife produce more Tin, and Lead, and en¬ 
able us to afford Leather Cheaper : And it 
is a large Exportation, and being able to 
underfell all others, in Foreign Markets, 
that brings National Profit. 

More Hands would quicken Induftry, 
and improve wafte Ground, which would 
enable us to carry out Corn, at a Cheap 
Rate. 

And generally fpeaking all Laws reftrain- 
ing Idlenefs, and that will invite People 
hither, mull: better the Manufactures, and 
make’em more gainful to the Nation. 

There is no Trade fo Advantageous, efc 
pecially to an Ifland, as that of Buying 
♦Goods in one Country, to fell them in ano¬ 
ther ; and it is the Original and chief Ar¬ 
ticle of the Great Wealth in Holland. There 

C 2 is 
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is Gain by the Freight : It occafions Con* 
fumption of our Home ProduCt: It breeds 
Seamen, Increafes Shipping, and improves 
Navigation : And any Home Manufafture 
that hinders this kind of Traffick, or that 
indeed interferes with it, is pernicious, and 
ought in Wifdom, and by all Rules of Po¬ 
licy, to be difeouraged by the Publick. This 
kind of Commerce England was formerly 
in a large poflcffion of, and it may be re¬ 
triev’d, and in thebeftof Times was capa¬ 
ble of great Improvement. 

Our Plantations (if we take Care to pre- 
ferve them from Foreign Infults and Inva- 
jfions ) as they Increafe in People, will Con- 
fume more or our Home Manufactures than 
we have Hands to make : They produce 
Commodities indifpenfably neceflary to this 
part of the World, and not to be produced 
elfewhere, and with Induftry and Conduct, 
may be made an inexhauftible Mine of Trea- 
fure to their Mother Kingdom. 

If there be luch a Multitude of Hands 
that want Work in England , the Herring 
Fifhery would employ many Thoufands of 
Men, and one Million of Money ; and, the 
Advantages our Situation gives us for it con- 
fider’d, we might at lead come in for a 
Share, with the Dutch , in that Trade, which 
brings them lo immenfe a Profit. 


Some 
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Some of the foregoing Materials are Pe¬ 
culiar Gifts and Blefiings to this Soil ; Our 
Inclinations to the Sea, fit us as well as the 
Dutch, for theTraffick of carrying Goods 
from one Countrey to another (the moft 
certain Gain a Nation can make) Ourlorts 
arefaferand fitter than theirs for this Pur- 
pofe. Our Plantation Trade, to carry it 
on to its Height, would require a greater 
Stock than we are Mailers of at prelent, and 
would Confume more of Our Manufactures, 
and home Product, than we can make and 
furnifh at Reafonable Rates, As to the 
Fifbery, if yve are not intirely» in Poffellion 
of it, and if other Nations have been fuf- 
fer’d to make luch a Profit upon Our Coaft, 
it has proceeded from want of Induitry in 
the Engltjh People, and through the Negli¬ 
gence of former Governments. 

In the foremention d Particulars, an un¬ 
forc’d and a Natural Improvement may be 
made in our Wealth and Subllance, and ’ris 
here the Legiflative Power may, to good 
elfeCt, inter pole with its Care and Wifi 
dom. 

Moll Countries have a certain Number 
of their People, who addiCt themlelves to 
Trade and Manufactures, and moll Nati¬ 
ons have limited Stock to be employ’d in 
thole Ulesj which they cannot w ell exceed ; 

C $ And 
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And ’tis the Prudence of a State, to fee, 
that this Induftry, and Stock,' be not di¬ 
verted from things profitable to the whole, 
and turn’d upon Objefts unprofitable, and 
perhaps dangerous to the Publick. 

The Stock England formerly had run¬ 
ning in Trade and .Manufactures, was very 
confiderable, and I am forty, upon a care- 
full Inquiry, to find it fo much decreas’d : 
What remains, and more than can be ga¬ 
ther'd in many Years of Peace, will be luf- 
ficiently employ’d in that Bufinefs, where 
the Nation is a certain and known Gainer; 
and therefore.,fhould not be diverted upon 
uncertain Objects, and turn’d upon new 
Inventions, in which it cannot be deter¬ 
min’d, in many Years, whither we get or 
loofe, and how the Ballance hands: And 
of this nature, and'kind, are the Silk, and 
Linnen Manufactures in England. 

Silk is a Manufacture of aForeign ExtraCf, 
and not the Genuine ProduCt of this Coun¬ 
try ; It Employs indeed the Poor, but is not 
compos’d from a Material of our own 
Growth. Whatever Encouragement it 
meets with, it cannot thrive with us, be¬ 
ing not Calculated for our Meridian : ’Tis 
fit"onely for frugal Nations, where Parfi- 
mony renders Craft and Workmanfhip not 
dear, upon which fcore the French , Italians , 
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and Dutch, will always be able to under- 
fell us in that Commodity, and hinder any 
Succefs we can propole. And as an Exam¬ 
ple of this, Did not the Hollanders, lately, 
bring hither French Luftring, under their 
Seal, which they could afford fo Cheap, as 
to under-fell the Projectors of it here, tho’ 
they were at the Charge of Freight and 
Cuftom. 

The Stock and Induffry laid out on the 
Silk Manufacture, would be more ufefully 
employ’d, in fuch as are made from Mate¬ 
rials of Our own Growth. 

If the Luxury of wearing Silk could be 
quite Abolifh’d, fuch a Reformation would 
undoubtedly be beneficial to the Kingdom ; 
but fince this is not eafily to be Compafs’d, 
a wife State muff confider which Way the 
Folly of their People can be fupply’d at the 
cheapeft rate. For, Frugality of this Nature, 
as certainly enriches the whole, as it does 
any private Perfon. 

There are brought from India Two forts 
of Silks. 

The one is of fuch a fort as is not made 
in England , and consequently onely hinders 
the Importation of the like kind, at a dearer 
Rate, from Holland, Italy, Francs, Turkey 
and other Places. 

The other is of the like fort with thole 
C 4 made 
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made here, notwithftanding which, it mull: 
certainly be prejudicial to the Intereft of 
England, to forbid their Importation from 
India , unlefs thole, and all other kinds of 
Silk applicable to the lame Ufes, could be 
Prohibited to be brought from Foreign 
Countries: fince by Rich Prohibition ( un- 
lels the vanity it lelf can be cured) we 
onely enrich the Neighbouring Nations at 
Our Expence. 

1 he Eajl-lndia Goods f nee they were in 
ufe, have apparently lower’d the Price of 
Silks from France , Spain, and Italy, at leaft 
2 5 per Cent, and if their Importation fhould 
be prohibited, will it not follow Naturally 
that the European Countries will again ad¬ 
vance upon us? 

And the French , Italians , and Dutch , W’ho. 
upon levcral Accounts are able to under¬ 
work us, will undoubtedly fall to making 
and fending hither fuch Commodities, as 
may ftand in the Room here of Indian 
Goods, and at the low Rates they can af¬ 
ford ’em, they will quickly ruin Our Silk 
Manufa&ures : And when the Fabrick is 
diftroy’d, and the Stock and Hands em¬ 
ploy’d in it, are diverted to other Ules , 
they may put what Fine they pleale upon 
our Vanity. • 


The 
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The Dutch have fuch a Silk Manufacture 
in their Country, that by Computation, 
there is Imported hither, from thence, more 
of that Commodity, one Year with another 
than we bring from India. Moll of the 
Velvets us’d here, come from thence, and 
are purchas’d by us at a dearer rate, than 
could beafford ’4 from India , or made here 
at home, if we were skill’d in the Work- 
manfbip. 

And notwithstanding the Dutch have fo 
confiderable a Silk Manufacture of their 
own, inftead of Prohibiting, they encourage 
the Importation of all Eajl-India Silks: 
well knowing. That ’tis the Intereft of e- 
very Nation, to go to their own, or Foreign 
Markets, with Goods as cheap as they can, 
thereby to beat out all others. And that 
the Cheapnefs of any Commodity, will 
force a way into thofe Countries where it 
is prohibited, if any of the like fort and 
kind is indulg’d and permitted to be worn 
there ; Nothing being able to render the 
Prohibition of Goods intirely Effectual in 
any Nation, but a Capacity in the Inhabi¬ 
tants of*fuch Country, to afford them at 
Cheaper Rates, which can hardly be the 
Cafe of England. 
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As to the Linnenr Manufacture, it is no 
more the Genui 1 #>Offspring of this King¬ 
dom, than that of Silfc. 

’Tis true that fonje of the Materials for 
it, may be had from,'our own Soil, but not 
enough to fupply our whole Confumption, 
and we can never pretend to make the fi¬ 
ner fort. 

And if the now intended Prohibition fhould 
lb Operate, as utterly to lole us the Eajl- 
India Trade (which peradventure may be 
the Cafe) the Dutch may put what rate they 
pleale upon their Callicoes; And the Dutch 
and French , and other Nations, will Impofe 
any Price upon-their Fine Linnens (which 
Our Callicoes for fome Years have kept 
down ) So that. Our neceflary Confumption 
in this Commodity, will ftand us in above 
40 per Cent, more than it does at prelent. 
This Manufacture is proper onely for 
Countries where they can have Flax and 
Hemp Cheap, and where the Common 
People work at very eafie Rates. 

But tho’ with forcing Nature, and by Art, 
and Induftry, we could bring it to greater 
Perfection, yet upon other Accounts’tis per¬ 
haps not advileable, nor for the Nations 
Intereft, to promote it. 

Fir ft, Our Soil and the Labour of the 
People may be employ’d about Materials 
• '■ more 
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more Advantageous, and wherein we can¬ 
not be underfold by other Countries. 

Secondly, The growth of this Manufa¬ 
cture would obftruct Trade, and other Bu- 
finefs more Important to the Nation : For, 

1. Our Noble Staple of Wooll is un¬ 
doubtedly capable of a great; Improvement, 
to which the Increaieof Wages (that muft 
happen upon an Increafe in the Linnen Ma¬ 
nufacture) will be a confiderable hindrance. 
And one cannot rife, but to the prejudice of 
the other, Becaufe we really want People 
and Hands to carry on both - to their lull 
perfection. And, • 

2. It is more the General Intereft of Eng¬ 
land to Export Woollen Manufacture in Ex¬ 
change Abroad for Linnen, than* to make it 
here at Home; which Trade has been let 
afoot, and profper’d very much, to the 
great Benefit of this Kingdom,fince the Pro¬ 
hibition of French Goods during this War. 

But if we provide our felves at Home 
with Linnen fufficient for our Conlumption, 
and do not want that which is brought from. 
Silejia, Saxony, Bohemia, and Poland , this 
Trade muft ceafe; For thefe Northern Coun¬ 
tries have neither Money, nor other Com¬ 
modities ; and if we deal with them, we 
muft be contented, in a manner, to barter 
our Cloaths, for their Linnen ; Ard ’tis ob¬ 
vious 
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vious enough, to any Confideririg Man, 
that by fuch a Traffick,We are not Lofers in 
the Ballance. 

In Procefs of Time, when England fhall 
come to be more Peopled ; And when a 
long Peace fhall have increafed our Wealth 
and Stock, perhaps we may be able not only 
to carry on our old Manufa&ures to their 
full height, but to embrace new Ones, Such 
as are that of Silk and Linnen ; but as our 
Cafe ftands, it feems fufficient to let them 
take their own Natural Courfe, and not to 
drive them on ; For too many forts of Bufi- 
neffes may be as well hifttful in the Publick, 
as they are often to Private Perfons. 

If the Nation finds a General Profit from 
them, thefr own Weight will bear them on; 
but in the mean while, it cannot be Advis¬ 
able, in their Favour, toexercife any extra¬ 
ordinary Aa of Power ; and for their fake, 
by Prohibitions, to diftrefs, embroil, and 
difturb any fettled Trade, by which, be¬ 
yond ail Contradiaion, the Nation, before 
the War, was fo great a Gainer. 

My Lord , After much Thought upon 
this Sub^a, I am come to thefe Conclufi- 
ons, within my felf, which I fubmit to 
Your better Judgment. 


Firft, 
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Firft, That our Silk and Linnen Manu¬ 
factures obftruft Trades more Important, 
and more profitable. 

Secondly, That, tho’ a Prohibition of 
Eajl-India Goods, may advance their pre¬ 
fect Intereft,who are engag’d in the Silk and 
Linnen Manufactures here, yet That it will 
bring no future advantage to the King¬ 
dom. 

Thirdly, That Luxury is fo deeply root¬ 
ed in this Nation, that fhould this Prohi¬ 
bition pals, it will onely carry us to Euro- 
pan Markets, where, we fhall pay perhaps 
50 per Cent, dearer, may be, for the fame, 
or for Vanities of the like Nature. So 
that 

UPON the whole Matter, My Lord , I . 
am humbly of Opinion, that the Im¬ 
portation of. wrought Silks, Bengals, 
Stain’d Callicoes, &c. does not fo in¬ 
terfere with Our Silk and Linnen Ma¬ 
nufactures, as to hurt the Publick, and 
bringdammage to the Collective Body 
of England. 
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And Thirdly , As to the Effect 
fuch a Prohibition will have 
upon the Eaft-India Trade 
in General 

I N all Argumentations, ’tis requifite to 
fettle, and agree upon Principles ; for 
which Reafon, in the beginning of this 
Difcourfe, I did endeavour to prove, That 
in general the Eajl-India Trade was Profit¬ 
able to this Kingdom. And I dwelt the 
longer upon that Head, becaufe fome Peo¬ 
ple are quite of a Contrary Opinion, and 
. believe it hurtful to England. 

And I am fatisfied that many (without 
Doors) promote the Bill in Queftion, in 
hopes thereby utterly to deftroy the Traf- 
fick. 

And, truly My Lord, it leems plain to 
me, that the intended Prohibitions muft 
prove, though not a fudden, yet a certain 
deftruftion to it. And that ’tis a lopping 
from this Trade, the Branches, and taking 
away fome of the Bark, and part of the 
Root ; The Trunk indeed is left, but fo 
maim’d, and injur’d, that it can never fpread 
and flourifh. If 
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If it can be made appear this Prohibition 
is no ways to be render’d effe&ual : And if 
it can be fhown, that the laid Prohibitions 
will utterly difable the Prefent Eafi-India 
Company, or any other, to be hereafter 
Ere&ed, from Supporting, and Carrying 
on the Trade, to the Advantage of England , 
Your Lordfhip will certainly think the Bill, 
now a foot, of dangerous Confequence, and 
not fit to receive a San&ion in the Houfe of 
Peers. 

No Prohibitions of a Foreign or Dome- 
ftick Commodity, can have any Effect, 
without Sumptuary Laws ftri&ly penn’d, 
and rigoroufiy put in Execution. 

For, the Importation of French Wines, 
and Linnen, has been forbidden under high 
Penalties during this War , yet the Con- 
fiimption of thofe fort of Commodities, is 
not much leffen’d, and they are brought in 
upon us, from other Countries, at much a 
dearer Rate. For thefe Three Years laft 
pa ft, French Wines have been convey’d hi¬ 
ther by the way of Spain and Portugal, and 
the French Silks, and Linnens, have been all 
along ftcretly brought, and fmuggled upon 
our own Coaft. 

Perhaps if fevere Sumptuary Laws had 
Impos’d a High Duty, or Penalty, upon 
the Confumers of French Wine, Silks, and 

Linnen, 
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Linnen, the Prohibition might have had its 
defigned Effe&: But how fuch Laws could 
have been made Practicable, I [hall not pre¬ 
tend to determine. 

In the fame manner, if a fevere MuICt, 
or a High Duty, can be laid on liich as [ball 
Wear'or Ufe any India, or Perfia Wrought 
Silks, Bengals, &c. and if this werefuper- 
added to the Prohibition , peradventure it 
might be render’d Effectual. 

But, otherwife, notwithftanding the Pro¬ 
hibition, of Wearing fuch Goods, and the 
Penalties upon the Retailers that lliall vend 
them, their Confumption will be little lefc 
fened in this Kingdom, for they will be 
brought in upon us from other Countries, 
Scotland and Holland more efpecially. 

However, though fuch a Method is per¬ 
adventure the only way of keeping down 
this Luxury, lam very far, My Lord, from 
thinking it Adviieable. 

For the Laws of all Countries muff be 
fuited to the Bent and Inclinations of the 
People : And ('which I am loath to fay) 
there is fometimes a Neceflity, they fhould 
be a little accommodated to their deprav’d 
Manners, and Corruptions. 

The People of England, who have been 
long accuftom’d to Mild Laws, and a loofe 
Adminiftration, can never indure that Seve¬ 
rity, 
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rity, which is needful to make fuch a Pro¬ 
hibition have Effeft : Nor can they fuffer 
High Duties, or penalties to be impofed up¬ 
on their Pleasures, or bear a ftrict Inquifi- 
tion into their Furniture and Apparel. 

There is no Country without a multitude 
of Sumptuary Laws, but hardly a Place can 
be wftanc’d, where they are Oblerv’d, or 
produce any Publick Good. They were 
fomewhat regarded in the Infancy of the 
Rowan Common-wealth, before Riches and 
Pomp, had banifh’d Vertue, and Obedience: 
But their chiefeft Strength was alwayes de- 
ri y d from the Sanftity, and Veneration, in 
which was held the Office of Cenfor. And 
in England, they would be immediately con- 
temn d, and derided ; and any Magiftrate 
muft become the Publick Scorn, that fhould 
think to put them in Execution. 

And yet without Strict Sumptuary Laws,' 
well Obferv’d, the Wifdom of the Parlia¬ 
ment will find it Pelf eluded, when it endea¬ 
vours to banifh Foreign Vanities and Luxu¬ 
ry, in favour of our own Product and Ma¬ 
nufactures. 

For in all probability, the Confequence of 
iuch a Prohibition will be, That Goods of 
the fame kind, or Goods applicable to the 
like ule, inftead of thole Imported from 
India, will be brought hither from Abroad : 

^ and 
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and the Confumption will not be lefs, but 
at a much dearer Rate. It may indeed fome- 
what better our Manufactures, but will 
more Advance thofe of France, Italy and 
Holland , who can afford to work Cheaper: 
And, in all appearance, will thereby prove 
ftichadreinof this Kingdoms Treafure, as 
may bring utter deftru£tion upon us. 

But the principal. Queftion is, Whether, 
under fitch Prohibitions, any Body of Men 
can find their Accompt in carrying on this 
Trade? 

To make this Traffick an Addition of 
Strength, as well as Riches to the Kingdom, 
Encouragement fhould be given to fend thi¬ 
ther Large, and Strong Ships, which will 
be Expenfive to the Undertakers, 

Their Bufineft in India cannot be Ma¬ 
nag’d without frequent Gifts and Prefents, 
to the Rajahs and Governours, according to 
the Praftice in all the Eafiern Countries. 

Forts, and Caftles, with good Garrifons, 
are there indifpenfably neceffary, for the 
preservation of the Pepper Trade, and in¬ 
deed, needful upon many other Accompts, 
As Magazines for Naval Provifion, and as 
Store Houfes, in which to lay Goods,bought 
in the Country, at proper Seafons .* Betides 
they are a Safety to Our People, from any 
Infults of the Natives, And a Refuge, upon 

any 
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any Diforder, Revolution, or other Emer¬ 
gency in the Mogul's State and Empire. 

A Trade Limited and Circumlcrib’d in 
the Manner propos’d, cannot well undergo 
thefe Expences, which notwithftanding are 
necelTary for its Prefervation. 

I have before divided the 400,000/. 
prime Coft Pent to India, into two parts, 
viz. Half for Foreign Exportation, and, 
the Other half, for home Confumption. 

The Returns of 200,000/. in a /. 
Time of Peace might pro-(, 800,000 
bably yeild abroad- -~j 

The Returns of 2:0,000 /. inS 

Time of Peace, might pro- C 800,000 
bably yield at home- ) 

Total ——-1,600,000 

But we rnuft take Notice, that the 
1,200,000 /. Profit, fuppos’d in time of Peace 
to arifefrom this Trade, did not, all of it, 
accrue to the Adventurers in the Company, 
but was National, and divided among ma¬ 
ny Thoufands of the People. The Mer¬ 
chants , who at the Companies Sales 
bought Goods for Exportation, had their 
Share, and the Retailers here had their 
Proportion, in the Gain, which this Traf- 
D 2 fick, 
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fick, in the whole, might be Computed to 
produce. 

And particularly for their Share in the 
6 co,ooo /. fuppofed to be gained by our 
ovyn Confumption, in time of Peace, by 
this Traffick : There came in, The King 
for His Cuftoms; Owners of Ships ; Such 
as got by Vi&ualling them ; Seamen for 
W ages : And, laftly, Faftors and Servants, 
both Abroad, and at Home. 

The Gain made Abftraftedly by the Com¬ 
pany , has never been Invidious ; For if 
their whole Stock be Computed from their 
Beginning, to this Day, it will be found, 
by their Dividends, That they have not one 
Year, with another, divided 20 per Cent. 
which, confidering the Length and Hazard 
of their Voyages, is not a Profit to be en¬ 
vied. 

But fince this War, the Company have 
without doubt been great Lofers, and no¬ 
thing but the Invincible Courage, which 
has been alwayes oblerv’d in Enghjh Mer¬ 
chants, could have hindered the Trade from 
being intirely Loft. 

Notwithftanding all the Companies late 
Loffes at Sea, and their former Ill Conduct 
in India y they have not loft footing there, 
but have, hitherto , preferv’d the Trade, 
indeed at their own Expence. 


However, 
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However, if any thing fhould be done 
that will Interrupt any great part of their 
Commerce, they mull apparently give it 
over, or fink under the Burthen ; Bor the 
Charge and Expence .Abroad mull be full as 
much to fupport a Little, as a more Ex« 
tended Traffick. 


If this Trade be fo Reftrain’d, 
by Prohibitions, as that there can / • 

be lent to India , not above per An- r 20o »° c0 
num _ \ 

The National Profit from) 
thence arifing cannot Reafonablyf 600,000 
exceed —- lS 

The Companies Charge, and* 
Expence, to Support and Carry/ 
on their Affairs Abroad, may be> 100,000 
Modeftly Computed, at per An\ 
num - j 


Which Summe will be a great-) , 
weight upon per Annum - _ j-6oo,ooo 

But will fall lightly upon per An. 1,200,000 


According to the befit and moll Impartial 
Accounts I can receive, the Bill in Agitation, 
muft lofie England half the Trade to India 
in General, all the Traffick to the Coaft 
and Bay of Bengal, and half the Bufinefs to 
Surrat. 

• O 3 


And, 








54 An E fy u i :on 

And, particularly, as to the Coafi and 
Bay, The Company did ufually fend thither 
Yearlv Five or Six Ships, of between Six 
and Seven Hundred Tons each : The Fifth 
part of which, returns Freighted with Salt¬ 
petre ; One other Fifth part with Fine 
Mullins , Floretta Yarn, and Raw Silks j 
The other Three parts, with Goods by the 

Bill Prohibited : The Confequence of which 
mult be, That the Trade to the Coafi ancj 
Bay , will prove fo inconliderable, that it 
mult be abandon’d, and England reduc’d to 
buy all its Salt-Petre from the Scots, Danes 
Or Hollanders. > . 

I take Our home Confumption, which 15 
half of the returns of the Prime Celt lent to 
India , to be the main Foundation upon 
which ithe Trade Itands, cfpecially, in a 
Time of War. 

’Tis that alone can bear the Incident 
Charges at home, and Expencps abroad, ne- 
ceffary for the Support of 16 large a 1 rat- 
pek ; And ’tis that onely, can enable any 
Company to indure Lolfes at Sea,by Storm, 
or a Foreign Enemy. 

What Encouragement can there be to 
go on with 16 valt a Bufinels, it our Mer¬ 
chants mull: fingly depend upon the Mar¬ 
kets abroad ? One Country, to advance 
their Own Manufactures, may prohibit Our 
F ... • Goods, 
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Goods, The Hollanders will buy ’em up at 
their own Rates, when their Ufe is forbid¬ 
den here. And they will be a- Drug, and 
blown upon, all Over Europe. 

There is great difference between a Mer¬ 
chants having a Choice, or a Neceffity to 
fell his Ware. In one Cafe he may in feme 
Meafure make his own Price, In the Other 
he muft take what is offer’d. 

To fpeak generally, the Eajl-India Trade 
is profitable to the Adventurers in time of 
Peace ; but rarely fein feafens of War and 
Trouble. In time of Peace They enrich their 
Country by a Foreign Vent and Exportation 
of their Goods, and in time of War, the 
home Confemption chiefly enables ’em to 
fupport and carry on their Traffiek. 

Your Lordfhips may fee all along in this 
Difeourfe, that ’tis my Opinion, They do 
not interfere with fuch Manufaftures as ’tis 
the Interefl: of England to promote and en¬ 
courage : But though the prohibited Eajl- 
India Goods did greatly prejudice our own 
Product and Manufacture ; yet I do not 
think a Prohibition of ’em at all advifeable f 
during the War, for thefe Reafons : 

Firft, Our Condition is fb weak, that we 
cannot ftruggle with any the bad Events, 
with which a new r Council may be at¬ 
tended. 

D 4 Secondly, 
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Secondly, If to their Lodes at Sea, their 
.Misfortunes in India on the Score of Every's 
Pyracy, and their want of Money, arifing 
from the general Want of Species in the 
Nation, A Prohibition of the Confumption 
of fo many of their Goods be likewife ad¬ 
ded; ’I is to be apprehended, That upon fuch 
a difcouragement,the Traders to thofe Parts, 
will by degrees withdraw from thence, their 
Iiffe&s, and Stock,-and Quite abandon the 
whole Traffick. 

Thirdly, If this fhould happen, and, that 
either through Sullennefs, Or becaufe the 
Prohibition does reaily bring infuperable 
difficulties, Our Merchants fhould adtually 
quit rhe Trade; The Dutch, Our Rivals in 
all other Traffick, will certainly feize the 
Derelidl. And fuch an Addition to their 
Riches and Power at Sea, can by no means 
be confident with the Welfare, and Safety 
of this Nation. 

My Lord, 

In this Difcourfe ( which proves much 
longer than I intended) I have endeavour’d 
to fhow your Lordfhip, Firft, That this 
Trade is Beneficial to the Kingdom. Se¬ 
condly, That ’tis not prejudicial to the Ge¬ 
neral Woollen Manufacture of England. 
Thirdly, That it does not lo interfere with 

Our 
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Our Silk and Linnen Manufactures, as to 
hurt the Publick. Fourthly, That the in¬ 
tended Prohibitions may probably oceafion 
an utter Lois of the whole Traffick. 

No Alteration in lo confiderable a Branch 
of our Foreign Commerce fhould be attempt¬ 
ed, unlefs the whole matter had been for 
many Months confider’d maturely , by a 
Council of Trade, compofed of the ableft 
Men in the Kingdom:. And I will venture 
to affirm, That no found Judgment can be 
made in things of this Nature, without con¬ 
templating the univerfal Pofture and Bufinefs 
of the Nation : And when fo important 
Deliberations are a-foot, the Number of the 
People fhould be examin’d,Their annualCon* 
fumption both of Home and Foreign Mate¬ 
rials fhould be well Bated,The ready Money 
and other Stock of the Kingdom fhould be 
inquired into,The Sum of Money and Hands 
employ’d in every diftinCt Trade, fhould be 
duly contemplated; And upon fuch a general 
InfpeCtion and View of the whole, we 
might be Ripe to deliberate on any fingle 
Point. 

Any falfe Meafures and rafh Councils in 
Affairs lo important, are hardly capable of a 
future Remedy. 

The Hollanders have in their Polleffion all 
the Spice Iflands, which they have ftrongly 

fortified, 
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fortified, and by this means they lay a kind 
of Excile upon thole neceflary Commodi¬ 
ties, which all Europe is forced to pay. 

By the feizing of Bantam they have got 
almoft Three Parts in Four of the Pepper- 
Trade. 

Brought into Europe fince the Lois } 
of Bantam, and before the pre-f Tuns 
lent War ( Communtbus Annie V 5000 
of Pepper about-- ) 


Of which Imported by the French 

and Danes about--.—-- 

By, the Engli[b about --- 

By the Dutch about--- 


500 

900 

$600 


7 'otal -—- 5000 


The Hollanders , at this time are very Po¬ 
werful in India : They have many Good 
Forts and Caftles well provided, and large 
Colonies of Men; And They can, upon a- 
ny Occafion, call together there 40 ftrong 
Frigates; So that if it agreed with the pre- 
fent Circumftances of their Affairs in Europe, 
or with the Nature of the Alliance they are 
en g a g’d in, Tis undoubtedly in their Power, 
to Engrols this rich Traffick wholly to 
themfelves, and to expel us for ever from 
thole Countreys. ' Per- 
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Perhaos they may not think it a fafe ad¬ 
vice, to attempt doing this by Force, but we 
ihall have no reafon to complain, It they 
take in hand, what we give over and aban- 

d °But fuppofe they ftiould drive us from 

thence by force of Arms, Or that we fhould 
quit the Trade to them through Negligence 
and Follv, It will be worph while to consi¬ 
der what addition of W ealth and Strength, 
an intire Monopoly of Eajl-Indta Goods may 
prove to that Common-wealth. 

And, My Lord, if I am not much de¬ 
ceiv’d in Political Arithmetick, It would 
bring Yearly a much greater Mafs of 1 rpa- 
fureto the United Provinces than is brought 
into Europe from the Mines of Peru and 

^This fide of the World is fo fond of thole • 
Vanities,that if they could be had but at One 
Market, fuch a Market might, by their 
Means, draw from the reft of con¬ 

tinually per Annum , at leaft Six Millions. 

1 o prove this Aftertion,will take up more 
time than confifts with the Brevity intend¬ 
ed in this Difcourfe, I (ball therefore onely 
oive one Inftance, and that is of Pepper 
by which fome Judgment may be made of 
aU the other Commodities. 
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Pepper 5000 Tuns at 2 d,~) / , j 

t" J. it may Colt the Dutch'* 1*666-1 >1 
xnlndtd amounts to__ \ ^ ^ 

Add to this $ d. per l. for') 

.freight into Holland , then itT r 

cofts 5 d. per /.which amounts?* 
to—--.-----V 

Ditto 5000 Tons fold in ' 

Holland at 12 d. per l. the/ 

profit being 7 d.per /. will a-> 2 ^ J ’333 m 6-8 
mount to___ V 

„*?** Commodity is grown fo necefTa- 
H\ h f f o obtain’d, and is of fuch gene- 

Sii Sh II hat * T y be foId in Holl *” d at 

Six ShifJmgs per l, which is lefs than any 

Pepper. ' SpKC * aS Chea P 111 as 

Then 5000 Tons fold in , l. s d 
Holland at 6s. per l. the pro- / 2 , 498,8 ?6-i ?-l 
fit being 5 s. 7 d. Per l. will > ^ 

amount to--.-- 

If from the Single Article of Pepper, fuch 

nnrT ma 7 b e rJ!, It wm 

the Prire^f t P COn c ceive > Tha t by raifing 
An Price °* other Spices, Wrought Silks 
Callicoes, Raw Silks, Salt Petre, Snd othe^ 

Goods, the Hollanders by an entire 
Monopol, of this Trade, may ££the S 

M'utT’ eVCr} ’ Yc "* 0f > “ •»<!.& 

Con- 
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Confidering their Naval Force, and their 
Competition with us in Trade, Such an 
addition of Wealth muft make them a very 
Formidable People. 

And though they may not peradventure 
turn their Strength to hurt the Traffick or 
Peace of England, yet, ’tis no very remote 
fear, to apprehend That notwithftanding all 
their Riches, they may at laft become a 
Prey to France. 

And if the French, with the Dutch Ship¬ 
ping in their right, and as their Lords, 
lhould once become Matters of this Rich 
Trade, fuch an Accettion to that Wile, 
Well Peopled, and Large Empire, mutt: 
prove our Ruin. 

And I muft here take Notice, That fas I 
am inform’d) all the Salt-Petre, produc’d in 
this fide of the World, is not fufficient to 
take fuch a Place of Strength as Dunkirk. 
If the Faft be lb, as War is made now, 
muft not whatever Country can obtain the 
foie Trade to India , and the Monopoly of 
that Commodity, give Laws to the reft of 
Europe ? 

The principal Care, My Lord, incumbent 
upon Perlons in Your Station, is very Cau* 
tioufly to weigh New Councils, to which 
You are adapted by Nature and Pra&ice. 


Wife 


64 An Efjay upon 

Wife Men will never engage in Rafh 
Advices; from whence, if they fucceed not, 
there is no good Retreat : And, Empericks 
of State only, will be tampering at every 
turn, with the Body Politick, and ventu¬ 
ring upon bold and unfafe Remedies. 

That the Common People want Work, 
That there is a general deadnefs of Trade, 
And that our Home Manufa&ures are in an 
ill Condition, muft certainly be granted ; 
But thefe Mifchiefs proceed not from the 
Importation of Ea/l-Ivdia Goods, and may 
be plainly aflign d to other Caufes. 

UPON the Whole Matter, My Lord, 
I am of Opinion (with Submiflion to 
better Judgments) that the intended 
Prohibitions of Eaft-Indin and Perfia 
Wrought Silks, &c. will be deftru- 
Give to the Trade in General, and 
hazard its being utterly loft to the 
Kingdom. 


FINIS. 
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